1777: ^TAT- 68.] - In 1777, it appears from his Prayers and
Meditations, that Johnson suffered much from a state of
mind 'unsettled and perplexed,' and from that constitutional
gloom, which, together with his extreme humility and
anxiety with regard to his religious state, made him contem-
plate himself through too dark and unfavourable a medium.
It may be said of him, that he 'saw GOD in clouds.3 Certain
we may be of his injustice to himself in the following lam-
entable paragraph, which it is painful to think came from
the contrite heart of this great man, to whose labours the
world is so much indebted: 'When I survey my past life, I
discover nothing but a barren waste of time, with some dis-
orders of body, and disturbances of the mind, very near to
madness, which I hope He that made me will suffer to
extenuate many faults, and excuse many deficiencies/ But
we find his devotions in this year eminently fervent; and we
are comforted by observing intervals of quiet, composure,
and gladness.
On Sunday evening, September 14, I arrived at Ash-
bourne, and drove directly up to Dr Taylor's door. Dr John-
son and he appeared before I had got out of the post-chaise,
and welcomed me cordially.
I told them that I had travelled all the preceding night,
and gone to bed at Leek, in Staffordshire; and that when I
rose to go to church in the afternoon, I was informed there
had been an earthquake, of which, it seems, the shock had
been felt, in some degree, at Ashbourne. JOHNSON. 'Sir, it
will be much exaggerated in popular talk: for, in the first
place, the common people do not accurately adapt their
thoughts to the objects; nor, secondly, do they accurately
adapt their words to their thoughts: they do not mean to
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